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According to an Aug. 14 by Notimex, the Gulf crisis has revived an old debate on whether Venezuela
should maintain its membership in the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).
Humberto Calderon Berti former energy and mining minister and internationally recognized
petroleum resources expert is once again leading a campaign calling for Caracas to drop out
of OPEC. According to Calderon Berti, Iraq an OPEC member- nation will attempt to impose
conditions on other OPEC members. He added that Venezuela cannot be obligated to OPEC as
long as Iraq remains committed to annexing Kuwait. One of Venezuela's most influential TV news
programs, "La Noticia en el Mundo," hosted a call-in, requesting that viewers express their opinions
on continued membership in OPEC. Of a total 294 persons who responded by telephone, 177 said
they favored continuity of Venezuelan membership in OPEC. The remaining 117 callers said they
wanted to see Venezuela leave OPEC. A move by Caracas to bail out of OPEC is quite remote, said
Notimex, since President Carlos Andres Perez continues to reiterate undiminished support for
the organization and its objectives. Venezuela is a founding member of OPEC. (Basic data from
Notimex, 08/14/90)
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